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THE THIRD DUE ENGINE COMPANY 
 
 

 The third due Engine Company, as outlined by Montgomery County Fire and Rescue 
Policy 24-07 entitled “Standard Operating Procedures for Safe Structural Firefighting 
Operations,” has a very critical responsibility. They own the task of establishing a separate water 
supply to the“Charlie”side and the advancement of an attack line to the floor above the fire or to 
the most threatened exposure. In addition, while establishing a water supply to the rear of the 
structure, they should observe and report visible smoke and fire conditions from the basement 
up. 
 
 The importance of each one of these benchmarks is as follows: 
 

• An established water supply to the rear provides coverage to FD connections that may be 
accessible on the “Charlie” side. 

• An established water supply to the rear also supports any possible tactical changes 
established by the incident commander for fire attack in the event initial actions are not 
effective. 

• An attack line to the floor above the fire prevents vertical fire spread to unburned areas of 
the structure and helps facilitate search efforts with protection. 

• If there is no floor above the fire and an exposure is being threatened, then the placement 
of an attack line in the exposure helps to prevent fire from advancing horizontally. 



• Reporting fire conditions from the rear will assist in “Painting the Picture” for the IC in 
further determining tactical considerations. 

 
 
 Now that the impact of these responsibilities has been established, how do we accomplish 
them effectively? First, announce and establish a separate, stand alone water supply for the 
fourth due Engine Company to expand upon by laying a supply line.  
 
 Second, supply the rear FD connection if one is present or establish some form of water 
expansion capability to the “Charlie” side of the building. Even if there is no FD access to the 
rear of the structure, at a minimum, a leader line should be hand-jacked to the rear with a 
standpipe pack in the event of tactical changes.  
 
 Third, briefly report to the IC the number of floors from the rear (the front may contrast 
with the rear) and any present fire conditions that may be visible from the basement to the top 
floor.  
 
 Finally, stretch an attack line to the floor above the fire and begin searching for 
extension. If the structure is five stories or less, consider using a ladder, a rope (75’ in a plastic 
jug w/snap hook) or some other means to “run the line” to the floor above. As a general rule of 
thumb, no more than two attack lines should enter through any door of a structure if at all 
possible. This, of course, helps to facilitate the mobility of attack lines already in place. 
 
 Every unit on the fire ground plays an important role in achieving a successful outcome. 
When operations go unchallenged, the impact of units disregarding operational discipline 
remains relatively hidden. It is when things go terribly wrong that all components of our tactical 
approach must be in place. Practice doesn’t make perfect. 
 

 
 
 

PERFECT PRACTICE MAKES PERFECT 
 

KEEP IT SAFE! 
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